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From Hogfdon, December 27. 


’ Y Family being out of 

Town, I fent Word to 

an old Acquaintance, I 

would come and fup 

i: with him, and there- 
| fore defired him to get fome Compa- 
| ay for Converfation. He took care 
y «ccordingly, aod jvas not a lirtle 
pleafed at my. inviting my {elf to his 
Houfe, a Cuftom which I very fel- 
dom practife. He perceived I came 

| purely’ for Diverfion, and intended 
| to {pend the whole Evening with 


him. Our firft Entertainment hap- 
pened to be upon Mrs. Rebecca the 
Sexton’s Daughter, who is a Virgin 
as much made for obliging her Gal- 
lants as any about Town, but has 
been lately perplex’d by fo many 
Difappointments , as would have 
made her (had fhe not been a Maid 
of great Conftancy of Mind) the 
uthappieft of all Creatures. 1 firft 
came to the Knowledge of her Fame 
by meer Accidenr. My Man Roger 
went among the Crowd of Young 
Fellows to give her a Vifit, but con- 
trary to Expectation was: difappoin- 
ted of the Enjoyment of her good 

3 M Com- 
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Company ; for an Officer imprefs'd 
him for Flanders, juft as he was en- 
tering the Door where his Miltrefs 
liv'd. This News was fooncarried 
to her,with abundance of ill Circum- 
ftances. She took his miferable Cafe 
into Confideration, and refolved to 
make a Colleétion from among the 
reft of her Admirers, in order to get 
his Difcharge. During the Negotia- 
tion for his Enlargement, Roger made 
his Efcape out at the Window by 
which means I came to hear of the 
whole Adventure. He told me when 
he came away, fhe had raifed Ten 
Shillings by Sixpence a Man, and 
he doubted nor but if fhe had gone 
on, fhe might have made up the 
other five. I perfwaded him to be 
grateful and marry her: For (faid I) 
Roger, thou can'ft not in Honour re- 
fute it. But notwithftanding all my 
Sagacity, I could not 

him ; nor indeed at la 


pone upon 
did I prefs 
him to it, he gave me fo many fub- 
ftantial Reafons to the contrary: For, 
Mafter (faidhe) if I make her my 
Wife, it is ten to one but I fhall have 
as _— Contributors to my Bed, as 
fhe ha eafe 


procured for my 
ment. After we had 
this intricate Subject o 
the Com y aring my Name 
mentioned, defired to {peak a few 
Words with me in private. You 
mult think I was not a little furpri- 
zed at the Occafion. Sir Heifter (fays 
he) I have for fome Months ftudied 
feveral Sciences; perhaps you'll 
wonder when I tell you I am refol- 


one through 
ve, one of 


ved to take to the Sraze; I thal! 
therefore beg that you will hand my 
Friend to get me into the Theatre. 
Royal. I defir'd him to let me have a 
particular uy of his Performances 
and I would ufe my utmoft Endea- 
vours to ferve him. I have firft of 
of all (fays he) naturally a -fprightly 
Genius, 2 genteel Carriage, an clo- 
quent Tongue, a free Humour, and 
a good Thought. I could not for- 
ath accomnlifned Gentleman (Gi 
acc tleman (faid § 

em have you with all thefe Perfe- 
ions a Prefence of Mind to appear 
ina numerous Auditory without be- 
ing dafh’d out of Countenance in 
cafe you fhould be hifsd at. for any 
indecent AGion you fhould happen 
to commit’ in rformance of § 
yous Part. You do not believe (fiys 
¢) 1 am endued with thofe Quali 
cations I “pretend to. What | tell 
you has been my Employment all 
the laft Winter, when I had neither 

Company nor Money. I was goin 

to ask his Name, but I found he ba 
taken up a borrow’d one. That is 
true (replied be) but it was done to 
keep me out of the Paws of the Phi- 
litines, by whom I have oftentimes 
been made Captive.I have (continu’d F 
he) in the fecond Place,an entire Col- F 
lection of Poems, and two Schemes f 
of Plays, one a Comedy, the other | 
a Tragedy, fuited to the Humour of 
the Age. Thus much I have told | 
you is only of what I have laid up| 
in my Mind, without committing it | 
to Paper, I have alfo at this time af 
Lift P 
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Lift of Six hundred gay Coxcombs, 
and athoufand kept Miftrefles who 
refide berween Temple-Bar and Hide- 
Park Cormer, with Reflections under 
every Name. I thereupon told him 
] believed I knew one who would 
chaffer with him for his Lift, and 

ive him in exchange a fmall Tract 
intit’ led, The True Art of growing wife 
in Time. I muft likewife tell you 
(faid he) I have further, an Account 
of a great number of married Wo- 
men, who defign to leave their Huf- 
bands, and go off with other Men; 
befides fome PiQures reprefenting 
the Images of three wanton Ladies, 
who keep their Coaches, and ever 
one has her Gallant out at Board. 
Thefe are my lighter Pieces, I have 
abundance of large Figures that fet 
forth moft of the Intrigues of the 
Town in Matters ftill of a high- 
er Nature, and on whofe Honefty 
moft of the 
pend. I took particular Notice of 
the !atter Part of the Gentleman's 
Difcourfe, and would fain have 
brought him co Names and Places ; 
but he faid one of thofe Secrets dif- 
covered would do very well in an 
A@ every Night ; and rho’ 1 feem’d 
to have fo mean an Opinion of hisIn- 
ventions,yet he was fure that wouldl 
ect him admitted into one of the 
Thearers,theother would immediate- 
ly break; fince all People of Curiofity 
would refort to his Enrertainments, 
they difcover’d fo much State-Policy, 
pm Matters of the higheft Impor- 
tances 


blick Concerns de-' 





From Sion-College, December 28. 


HE Converfation ——— to 
be this Day among the your: 
Students on the Perfeétion of a g 
Delivery,of which it was argued, that 
there was a certain Art in humour- 
ing that Talent, One of the Com- 
pany gave us feveral Examples; he 
named fome Perfons who are noted 
for fine Orators. Another of the Af 
fembly arofe up, and with a fpright- 
ly Air faid, he thought it for the 
se ee L. the Noe mtd a to 
counted worthy of pleafing by a 
fmooth Stile cond a quick Memo ° 
A Gentleman turn’d the Difcourte, 
faying, it wasthe Faculty of fome 
People to ramble from one Subject 
to another, which he look’d upon as 
agreat Fault. A good! Author (fays. 
he) fhould hold clofe to his Text, 
withoutconfidering the length of the 
Work ; for though it might be te- 
dious, yet it brings in the true Sence: 
of the Matter treated of. This I rook 
to bea Refle&tion upon my Pieces. L 
told him, that tho’ I might be juftly 
blamed for being very fhort c- 
very Article; yet it did not follow 
that  wasa Virtue never to leave 
the main Subjeé&t ; on the contrary, 
it was an Error to fpoil a good thing: 
by dwelling too long upon it. 
a Grave Divine at the Board very 
judicioufly obferved, that Digrefle- 
ons were fometimes ufeful, and fer- 
ved as fo many Refting-Places. He 
faid,a little Variety was neceflary ’ 
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all ingenious Works ; fince without 
it the moft regular Writers were not 
read with the grcaseft Pieafure ; tho’ 
the Lines were compofed with an 
exaét Obfervation of all the Rules of 
An, and the Stile concife and cor 
rect. Therefore he commended 
thofe Writers. who fometimes. laid 
afide their Gravity, either with re- 
{pect wo the Languagesor to the Sub- 
je, and made no fruple to go out 
ot the way totake ina good Exam- 
pe or diverting Story ; fays he) 
uch Difcourfes nevertire the Rea- 
ders ; they go through them, before 
they begin to be weary. This Ar- 
ument was feconded, by one who 
wed there was a valt difference 
between a. ine Work and a perfect 
Or regular one. But be faid: he did 
not know whether there had been 


any yet of thelatter fort. It is, "a 
haps, added he, lefa difficult fora 
rare Genius to attain to Greatnefs 
and Sublimity,than to avoid all man- 


ner of Faults. He citedan Inftance, 
that the Cid had but one Voice at its 
Birth, vig. that of Admiration ; * 
Prevailed over Authority and Polity 


which endeavoured in vainco de-: 


floy it; it re-united: im. its Favour 
thofe thar were always. divided, in 
their Opinions and Sentiments. I 
told the Company that I thought the 
Cid was one of the fweeteft Poems 
thar ever was made, and it is the 
fineft Example that can be - sty 
of the Infufhiciency of the Rules ; for 


the Author obferved almoft none cf 
them. The French Academy decla- 
red him an Infrioger of them, yet he 
charmed the Publick; and. though 
he loft his Caufe before the Matters, 
he carried it every where elie, He 
appeal’d to the People, as Horatius 
did of old,who. killed his Sifter ; and 
caufed. the Sentence of the Judges to 
be revok'd by chat Tribunal, .Mon- 
raigne’s Eflays are another Example 
of ahappy Irregularity. Whoever 
fheuld undertake to make that Book 
very methodical, would deprive ic 
of its chief Agreeablenefs, 1 broke: 
up the Aflembly with this Gondluli- 
on, that | was not fo much cancer- 
ned in vindicating Digre(lians as they 
might think, As for my Pieces, 
need not make an Apology forthe 
Digreflions contained inthem. They 
are a fort of Work-which require, or 
naturally bears them. They area 
Compilation of whar we call Mijfcel- 
lanes, Variety is eflential to fuch 
Compofitians ;.and ix ought chicily 
ta be allowed to thofe who cannot 
hope to prevent any other way the 
Wearinefs of the Reader. However, 
I told, thema Diggcilion could nat be 
faid. tobe too long, meerly becaule 
it fills fome Pages ; but when every 
Part of it takes up too much room. 
For though an Author be never fe 
fhort upon every one of them, the 
<aperee of many will make him 
prolix. 


THE 
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